
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

small group study handout 
week #3 

 
 
OPEN 
• What is your favorite memory of your father or someone who was a father figure to 

you? Is this a hard question for you to answer? Why? 
 
 
WATCH VIDEO #3 
As you watch the video, see how the presenter answers these questions: 
• What are the four different types of fathers J.D. described? 
• In what ways do our views of our earthly fathers affect our view of God? 
• What type of father is God? 
  
 
GROUP DISCUSSION 
1) What is/was your earthly father like? What kind of relationship did you have with your 

father as a child? As an adult? In what ways do you want to be like your earthly 
father? 
 

2) What do you wish you could change about your earthly father? 
 

3) The first type of earthly father J.D. discussed was the Never Satisfied Dad. This type 
of father is a task master, a father whose expectations we can never meet. In what 
ways have you viewed God as a task master? If you see God as a Never Satisfied 
Dad, what do you think He sees when He looks at you? 
 

4) Instead of piling work and expectations on to you, God “quiets you with love.” In what 
ways does this verse shape your perspective of God? 
 

5) We might also see God as a Time-Bomb Dad, slow to show affection and quick anger. 
If you see God as a Time-Bomb Dad, what do you think God wants from you? 
 

6) You don’t have to fearfully avoid God. He does not follow you with judgment and 
simmering anger. His eager love should make us want to be with Him, rather than 
hide from Him. What does it mean to you that God’s love is characterized by 
goodness and mercy? 
 



7) The third type of father J.D. talked about was the Emotionally Distant Dad, the kind of 
father who was around your whole life, but you never were close to. We were made 
to feel that he was too busy for us or that we were not a priority in his life. What do 
you think God’s priorities are? 
 

8) God loves us so much that he could not stand being separated from us. He sent his 
Son to die in our place so that we might spend eternity with Him. God actively works 
to be near and known by you. In what ways have you sought to be near and known 
by our Everlasting Father? 
 

9) The final earthly father J.D. taught on was the Absent Father. This father left us with a 
life soundtrack of rejection and unimportance. When you think about your own life’s 
soundtrack, what does it say about you? What does it say when you meet your goals? 
What does it say when you fail? 
 

10) Jesus is our Everlasting Father. Jesus did not abandon us when we - His enemies -
killed Him. Our sin rested on His shoulders, and He did not walk away. Even death 
cannot separate us from Him. You are more important to Jesus than you can imagine. 
What does it mean to you that Jesus is your Everlasting Father? 
 

11) Read the parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15:11-32. If you grew up in church, you 
have probably heard or read this parable before. This time let’s focus on the father 
and his love for his wayward son. What surprises you about the love of the father in 
this parable? 
 

12) In verses 18-19, the younger son practices an apology he plans on giving to his father. 
Have you ever practiced an apology before asking your father’s (or your father 
figure’s) forgiveness? What worried you about approaching him? How did he react to 
confession and repentance? 
 

13) In verses 20-23 the father does not wait for the son’s apology before kissing him and 
welcoming him home. In fact, he does not even let the son finish his apology and 
orders a feast of celebration in his son’s honor. According to verse 24, what is going 
through the father’s head? 
 

14) This parable is Jesus’ picture of God’s love for us. Our Father rushes out to meet us 
with love and celebration. In what ways do you feel like you have to earn God’s love 
or make Him appreciate you? What does it make you think or feel knowing God loves 
you and simply wants you to “come home”? 
 

15) This is the only parable where Jesus does not end with an application. This parable is 
meant to make us recognize God’s love for us as a restored son or daughter. We are 
meant to sit in awe of God’s great love for us. What makes you question God’s love 
for you? What could you do today to, as J.D. said, behold God’s love for you?  


