
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

small group study handout 
week #4 

 
 
OPEN 
• Who were the popular people in your high school? What did you think of them? 
• How would you describe yourself? What names or descriptions do you think are true 

of you? 
 
 
WATCH VIDEO #4 
As you watch the video, see how the presenter answers these questions: 
• What is the importance of the name I AM? 
• What does it mean to “take the Lord’s name”?  
 
 
GROUP DISCUSSION 
1) In what ways do you feel insufficient for, vulnerable toward, or anxious about your 

current circumstances? 
 

2) In this session, J.D. mentioned a few times when God came to his people in need and 
said “I AM.” He is our healer, our sanctifier, our righteousness, the ever present one, 
our shepherd, our provider, and our defender. In what ways do you need God today? 

 
3) When we pray, we can sometimes ask only for the things we think we need to solve 

our problems but forget to ask God to be our I AM. In what ways can you seek God’s 
presence and ask for his involvement in your current circumstances? 
 

4) Jesus also used the name I AM for himself. He called himself the bread of life, living 
water, the door to salvation, the good shepherd, the way, the truth, and the life. In our 
greatest areas of brokenness and pain, our needs are met in Jesus. What do you feel 
like you need right now to be secure, happy, or whole? In what ways could Jesus 
meet that desire? 
 

5) J.D. finished this series with two questions, the first of which he directed towards 
Christians: “If you know Jesus, are you living in the fullness of his name?” Jesus wants 
us to trust Him as Emmanuel, our Wonderful Counselor, and our Everlasting Father. 
Think back on the names of Jesus we have studied so far. In what ways can you trust 
Jesus more deeply as Emmanuel, God with us? As your Wonderful Counselor? Your 
Everlasting Father? 



6) You have access to all of who Jesus is. The great I AM is the power of life in us. What 
can you do right now to give your present troubles and shortcomings to God, your I 
AM? 
 

7) The second question J.D. asked was directed to those who have not trusted Jesus: 
What does your heart call Jesus? Who is Jesus to you? If you were to pray to Jesus, 
what “name” would you call him? 

 
8) Read Colossians 3:1-17. What is the command for Christians in verses 1-4? What do 

you think it means to be “hidden in Christ”? 
 
9) If you are a follower of Jesus, you are meant to identify with Him. In all the ways that 

we are weak, He is strong. He is our righteousness and our redeemer. What does it 
look like for you to define your identity in Jesus? 

 
10) Verses 5-11 describe who we were before trusting Christ. As you read through these 

verses, which of the listed characteristics best describe you apart from Jesus? Which 
of these characteristics do you still carry with you? What would it look like for you to 
put them aside?  What can you do to practice that characteristic, especially in times 
when it is not easy? What role could your community play in helping you grow in 
these Christlike characteristics? 

 
11) Verse 17 ties a bow on this passage by giving us an overarching principle to follow as 

we seek to be more like Jesus. What practical steps can you take to remind yourself 
to do everything in the name of Jesus today? This week? In what ways are you giving 
thanks to God the Father in everything that you do? 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK 
As we wrap-up this Advent series, read the Christmas story in Luke 2:1-20. As you do, 
think of the gift Jesus is to us and the good news this holiday announces. 


